
 

Wintex Winter storage and maintenance tips 

Any equipment service manager will tell you that the best time to handle little issues with 

equipment is either right away or before we put it away in storage for the winter. This will 

ensure everything will operate at peak performance next season. A 20-minute effort this fall will 

extend the life of your Wintex and make a world of difference come spring.  If your Wintex was 

being operated by more than one person, don’t forget to talk to them about how the Wintex 

was operating and address any service issues. We would be more than happy to hear from you 

and address any questions 

Wintex 1000 

 Cleaning your Wintex regularly followed by an inspection is one of the most important 

things you can do to prevent premature wear and catch any issues. Give the Wintex a 

good cleaning with a hose or pressure washer. Protect the electrical box, and the air 

intake on the Honda engine when using a pressure washer. Water under pressure 

deflects off surfaces with considerable force, seeping into the smallest of crevices. 

 

 Inspect chains for wear, adjust tension and lubricate with a chain lubricant. See our 

discussion at end of this document about lubricants.  In addition to the guiding chain 

that works during up/down motion of the probe, there are two chains that drive the 

probe rotation. These are located within the probe gearbox and these can be accessed 

by removing the top plate.  Be certain not to put grease/oil lubricant on the aluminum 

rail. The probe gearbox glides up/down on rollers on the aluminum rails 

 

 Check and tighten all screws/bolts. Use medium strength Loctite on ones that are loose. 

 

 Protect bare exposed metal including the probe with a lubricant. Remember to give your 

Wintex a quick wash in the spring to remove any excess lubricant.  

 

Don’t lubricate 

Aluminum rail 



 Check and adjust if necessary the cam on the soil box so that the box adequately clears 

the probe mast during the cycle (Figure 1). Loosen the nut in behind the soil box and 

turn the eccentric.  Hold the eccentric bearing while tightening the nut.  The widest part 

of the eccentric should be upwards and face slightly towards the yellow tower.  When 

the probe mast is beside the soil box, the soil box should still have a bit of movement.  

 

 Check the conditions of probe and consider ordering a spare probe if you don’t have one 

handy. The ejector tip should be replaced at the same time as the probe. 

 

 Check the level of oil in the hydraulic tank 

 

Refer to the Wintex service manual for more detailed instructions. These can be found on 

our Wintex support page. 

 

Wintex 1000s/2000 

 

 Cleaning your Wintex regularly followed by an inspection is one of the most important 

things you can do to prevent premature wear and catch any issues. Give the Wintex a 

good cleaning with a hose or pressure washer. Protect the electrical box, and the air 

intake on the Honda engine when using a pressure washer. Water under pressure 

deflects off surfaces with considerable force, seeping into the smallest of crevices. 

 

Cam Adjustment, widest part at top 
 

 
 

1 The soil box should be 
about parallel to the probe 
mast 



 Inspect chain for rotation and the chain for probe up/down for wear, adjust tension and 

lubricate with a chain lubricant. Refer to our discussion at end of document about chain 

lubrication.   

 

 Check and tighten all screws/bolts. Use medium strength Loctite on ones that are loose 

 

 Protect bare exposed metal with a lubricant including the probe. Remember to give your 

Wintex a quick wash in the spring to remove any excess lubricant.  

 

 Thoroughly coat the hydraulic cylinder rod for the probe with grease/lubricant. Rusted 

cylinder rods can quickly damage seals. 

 

 Grease the nipple on the revolving platform near the bottom of the probe 

 

 

 

Lubricate the chain for rotation, adjust 

tension and lubricate plus the top of the 

probe where the hammer moves up/down 

 

Adjust chain for probe up/down by 

two bolts at top. Adjust bolts equally 



 Check the condition of the guiding rollers on the fixed frame. Rollers should be snug 

against the frame, but don’t overtighten that they do no roll on fixed frame. Rollers are 

on an eccentric cam, so it is important after adjusting that the fixed frame moves up 

and down squarely on the guiding pipes. Observe that the notch in the face of the 

eccentric bolt are facing opposite direction on each side of the frame 

 

Honda Engine -GX160/200 Storage 

Your Honda owner’s manual provides detailed information on preparation for storage. You can 

find a copy of it on our Wintex product support page 

The following is an excerpt from the manual on preparing for storage. Instructions are included 

for draining the fuel, draining the fuel sediment cup, adding oil to combustion chamber for rust 

protection, and changing the engine oil. 

 

 



 

 



 

 



Chain Lubricants 

There are lots of different opinions on what is the correct lubricant.  WD 40 is generally 
regarded as a solvent and not as an appropriate lubricant. General purpose oil is not the 
best lubricant for chains. They attract dust and may increase wear. Their viscosity often 
results in oil being spread onto other parts. The Wintex 1000 moves up and down on special 
aluminum rails and nylon glides. Keeping these free of dirt/oil will increase lifespan.  In 
dusty conditions using a product that is a combination of penetrating oil and oil and 
lubricant. This is useful, because the penetrating oil helps carry the oil to the inside of the 
link, and a solvent evaporates leaving a tight film on link wear parts. Farm and auto 
equipment suppliers are one source for special chain lubricants.  In extremely dusty 
environments, some recommend a dry type of lubricant that is solvent based with an anti-
wear additive. This extends the life of these chains without attracting dust or causing 
buildup on the chain. 

 


